
 
 



Pronunciation Key 



Accents 
(Pronunciation and Stress) 

 
 
Accent marks are used in Spanish for two different purposes: to indicate 
where the stress or emphasis falls on a word when it is pronounced, and to 
help differentiate between identically spelled words. They are only used over 
vowels (á, é, í, ó, ú), and are written as a short diagonal line, from upper 
right to lower left. 
 
 
If there is an accent mark (´): 

 
1. Stress the sylable with the accent (e.g. adiós). 
 

If there is no accent mark (´): 
 
1. If the word ends in a vowel, n or s, stress the next to last syllable (e.g. 

cama, mariposa, pollo).   
 

2. If the word ends in another consonant (other than n or s), stress the 
last syllable.  (e.g. cantar, feliz).   

 
 
Notes: 
 

• All words where stress fall on a vowel more than two syllables from 
the end must have an accent (e.g. propósito, fotógrafo.) 

• All words where stress falls on a weak vowel must have an accent 
(e.g. día). 

• Accent marks are required on some words to differentiate them from 
otherwise identically spelled ones: 

1. Exclamation and question words (qué, cómo) vs. 
corresponding relative pronouns or connecting words (que, 
como). 

2. Several pairs of one-syllable words are distinguished by the 
presence or absence of accent (de, dé; si, sí).  

3. Demonstrative prononuns (éste, ése) vs. demonstrative 
adjectives (este, ese). 


